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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
DENVER, CO 80202-1129
Phone 800-227-8917
http://www.epa.gov/region08

August 27, 2009

Mr. Paul Rumelhart

Kootenai Business Park Industrial District
P.O. Box 1071

Libby, MT 59923

Subject: Libby Asbestos Superfund Site
Operable Unit 5 — Former Stimson Lumber Property
Wood Chip Piles

Dear Paul:

You recently asked the U.S. Environmental Protectibn Agency to provide you with any available
data we have related to the wood chip piles on the Former Stimson Lumber property, Operable
Unit 5 of the Libby Asbestos Superfund Site.

In 2007, EPA collected a number of bulk samples from the top, middle, and bottom sections of
the wood chip piles. Figure 2-7 (enclosed) shows the locations where samples were collected.
Twenty (20) samples were analyzed qualitatively for Libby Asbestos (LA) using both Polarized
Light Microscopy (PLM) and Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM).

Using the PLM method, one of the samples contained a measurable concentration of Libby
Asbestos. Libby Asbestos was not detected in any of the remaining 19 samples. Table 2-9
(enclosed) provides a summary of all bulk material sample results from this investigation.

Using the TEM method, four samples contained a measurable concentration of Libby Asbestos.
Libby Asbestos was not detected in any of the remaining 16 samples. Table 2-10 (enclosed)
provides a summary of all bulk material sample results from this investigation. Please note that
we were not able to determine the LA concentration in the samples where LA was observed, only
that LA was present.

Twelve (12) personal air samples were collected from the excavator operator and the sample
collection personnel during the wood chip sampling activity. LA was not detected in any of the
personal air samples. Table 2-11 (enclosed) provides a summary of all personal air sample
results from this investigation. Please note that water suppression was used during the sampling
effort due to fugitive dust emissions and our inability to restrict access to areas adjacent to the
piles.
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